PHYSICS - GENERAL  MARKING  PRINCIPLES
· Award good physics
· Where questions state that “working must be shown” it is expected that you will check the working.

i) If the correct answer is in the box, a quick check of the working is all that is required to award full marks.

ii) If the correct answer is in the box and no working is shown, only one mark for the answer should be awarded.
iii) If correct answer in box and incorrect working, generally no marks are awarded.
· Where questions do not specify that the working must be shown, if the correct answer is in the box the student receives full marks. If the answer in the box is incorrect, part marks are allocated for working. 
· If the student has shown the required working and calculated the correct answer in the working space, but has made a transcription error transferring the answer to the box, full marks should be awarded. 
· Significant figures. Do not deduct marks for answers with an incorrect number of significant figures. An exception would be if the answer is rounded off so much that you cannot determine whether the correct answer was actually obtained. 

· Consequentials. Be careful to check consequential answers. These get full marks. Use the formulae marked  C     Do not pay zero as a consequential.
· If the student changes the units in the answer box and his answer is correct, give full marks.

e.g.   Expected answer



            Student answer


               48      MJ

                                            4.8 x 107      MJ



The exception to this is if the question specifically requires a particular unit.
· Accept g = 9.8 or 10

· Appropriate diagrams may be used in place of written explanations. They must be done with reasonable care to ensure that the key aspects are clear.
· Extended answers must refer to the specific context of the question to obtain full marks. Generic answers from an A4 sheet do not qualify for full marks.
· Scientific notation – 2 E 9 is acceptable, but 29 is definitely not acceptable

· Answers (especially multiple choice) which have been overwritten are generally not acceptable. It must be absolutely clear which answer is intended by the student.
· Questions which ask students to show a particular result should be checked carefully to ensure the proof has not been fudged.
· Assessors are not expected to guess what a student has written. Illegible answers do not receive marks.
· Where the formula is copied incorrectly from formula sheet or candidates A4 sheet no marks should be awarded for the formula / substitution.
· When a question is attempted a number of different ways the student MUST cross out the methods which he/she does not intend to be assessed.  Otherwise it cannot be awarded full marks. Unless, of course, all methods are correct. 
· 2 mark questions – generally one mark for formula and (reasonably) correct substitution. Do not award this mark if the substitution involves a poor understanding of the Physics involved. The second mark is for the answer, which must be correct. Do not award answer mark if substitution was incorrect.

· 3 or 4 mark questions – Generally these are multiple step problems where a mark will usually be awarded for each stage for the problem. Getting the first step wrong does not normally preclude a student from getting marks for the other steps in the solution. 
