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Introduction to Visual Basic programming language with a view to using it in extending and individualising the applications possible using TAINLab data acquisition and control.

Many schools have purchased TAIN equipment and use it for experimental work in their Physics courses. Applications have also been developed for Chemistry and Biology, and Stephen Howard is presenting a workshop to this year's Environmental Science Teachers' conference indicating how the equipment can be used for monitoring some environmental indicators.

Technology departments in schools are using TAIN equipment in their courses, and projects leading to a study of robotics are underway.

The versatility of this equipment and the range of its applications has led to the idea of extending it to enable students to develop their own projects by programming the control equipment themselves. 

For this they need some basic understanding of a programming language. Visual Basic has been chosen as a relatively simple but living language (Microsoft continue to publish updated versions). 

It is suggested that cooperation between departments could, with moderate expenditure, provide materials to suit courses in the various sciences, technology, and computing.

This session will show how the Visual Basic language is presented, beginning with a program that simply records temperature readings at fixed intervals, through stages of development to a program that can regulate the movement and display the position of an elevator. Each exercise has fully documented code and suggests extension excercises for students.

