Physics online at Balwyn High School

The Physics staff at Balwyn High School have been given a Federal Government Grant to offer assistance to Physics teachers and students in rural schools .

The assistance is offered in 3 parts.

1. All Yr 12 students and Yr 12 teachers will get a copy of the CD used at BHS.  The CD contains notes, practical experiments, and solutions to Checkpoints questions.  The staff CD will also include several past SAC’s.

2. The staff and students at the rural schools will be in contact via computers to the staff and students at BHS.  This will be primarily through regular chat sessions 3 times per week.  This contact will utilize Microsoft NetMeeting, which allows simultaneous transmission of applications, whiteboard, video and audio.

3. The staff at BHS will offer revision lectures before both exams.  These lectures will be delivered in a variety of country venues.

The intention behind this program is twofold:  to enhance student learning and to support Physics teachers in rural Victoria.  The students at BHS will benefit from the experience of having to explain concepts/answers to questions etc. over the Internet.  The rural students should benefit from being part of a much larger Physics cohort.

The offer is still open to rural schools with small VCE Physics classes

It may also be possible to extend this support to other teachers, particularly beginning teachers or teachers new to VCE Physics.  

During this initial year it is intended to focus on Yr 12, but limited assistance is also available for Yr 11 students and teachers.  The difficulty with Yr 11 is the variety of text books in use, and an inability to focus the assistance being offered.

Schools wanting to become involved at the Yr 12 level, will need to use Checkpoints as their primary source of questions for students to complete.  This allows the notes, pracs  and solutions to be very specific.  Staff will also need to be prepared to use their email on a very regular basis.
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