Finding groups to talk to
Start local….the best place to start with is one you know.

· Approach your principal and ask to speak to your staff and parent body.

· If your own children attend a different school, approach their principal and make a date to do the talk for staff and parents.

· Approach the other local schools in your area.

· Look around your neighbourhood; approach the local kindergarten, neighbourhood watch group, RSL, Bowls, Cricket or Footy club.  You may be a member of these groups anyway.

· Try your local library

· Try some prominent local businesses

· Your local church.

The local council web pages may also help in finding community groups.  Councils often offer community training.  You could offer to do the climate change talk at one of these evenings.  Your contact will be the Council's Neighbourhood Development Officer or similar.  The other place to look is under directories or the community directories.

Probably the best way to find new audiences is from individuals who attend one of the climate talks so remember to clearly announce our aim and that we are available to talk to local groups and communities.

Finding groups to support you and to recommend
Presenting this talk for the first time is a bit daunting.  We recommend working with another committed teacher and perhaps presenting together to start with.  You would also be more than welcome at one of the talks being given by more experienced members. We will try to let everyone know when talks are being given so that you can attend.

There are other groups that may be willing to attend your talk and help answer questions later.  You will also find that many people will want to follow-up with action.  These groups can help.

· Eco Shout 

Eco-shout is a catalyst to action for anyone who wants to be part of creating environmental and social justice in Australia. Use it any way you can to lighten your footprint and get involved: from ethical shopping to joining a group, to launching your own campaign.

Eco-shout belongs to the social change movement, it is your tool.  Use it any way you can to promote your campaigns, get people involved and get your message out.

e: info(at)eco-shout.org
web: http://www.eco-shout.org/
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Environment Victoria 

Environment Victoria mobilises people to safeguard our environment.

We collect information from the scientific community. We develop positions on the issues. And tell people about them. We get people talking. We organise events and hold summits to plan for the future.

We help our leaders make informed policy decisions. We convince them to do something. Or convince to not do something. We try to change the system for the better. 

e: admin@envict.org.au 
web: http://www.environmentvictoria.org.au
· Ascent
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Purpose ASCENT is a local, independent organisation specifically focused on climate change education. Our aim is to bring accurate information about climate change - the problem and the solutions - to the average person, making it easier for them to change their lifestyle, reduce energy consumption and their reliance on fossil fuels. We believe that once people are aware of the potential consequences of climate change they will seek to change not only their own lives, but the lives of those around them, and ultimately our broader society. 
Activities / Campaigns: As climate change is a global, it is easy to feel paralyzed by the immensity of the problem. ASCENT seeks to empower people, providing practical ways for everybody to get involved, whether it be through one of our programs, or providing support and advice for personally reducing greenhouse gas emissions. We are currently developing a number of awareness programs, for schools, universities and communities, as well as, organizing a number of exciting events for next year. 
Get Involved: if you would like to become involved in ASCENT, please contact us. Visit the Get Active page on the website to find out ways you can have an impact straight away. 

Contacts  e: info@ ascent.org.au web: www.ascent.org.au 
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Australian Youth Climate Coalition

Purpose At the end of 2006 more than 65 youth leaders representing 35 youth organisations from around the country came together at first Youth Climate Summit in Melbourne. It was decided at this Summit that there needed to be a national unified youth voice on climate change and that this could be done by uniting our voices in a coalition. The Australian Youth Climate Coalition was born. 
Activities / Campaigns The AYCC is now a coalition of over 20 youth -focused and youth-run organisations from across Australia, the membership of these organisations is well over 200,000. The AYCC is committed to uniting youth organizations across Australia, and around the world, to build a generation-wide movement to prevent climate disaster. We inspire, educate, empower and mobilise young Australians to take action on climate change whether that be in their homes, schools, universities, work places or as advocates on the national and international stage. We also provide a space for our member groups to coordinate, communicate and network with each other, and run shared projects and campaigns. 
Get Involved: there are many different projects that you could work in – so there is bound to be something to suit your skills and passions! There are heaps of volunteering opportunities within the AYCC, designed to ensure that you make a meaningful contribution. It is really a question of finding what interests you and realistically assessing the time you can commit to the project. Roles are available during weekdays, after hours and weekends and can be done right across the country. Have a look through our projects to find what you are interested in. 

Contacts p: 0409 535 437, e: amanda.mckenzie@ youthclimatecoalition.org, 

web: www.youthclimatecoalition.org 

· Beyond Zero Emissions
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Purpose Beyond Zero Emissions is a not-for-profit, volunteer run campaign set up under Sustainable Energy Future Inc. Our core goal is to facilitate the implementation of the social changes and technologies that will reduce the impacts of climate change and give our society, and today’s global ecosystems, a chance of surviving into the future. 
Activities / Campaigns We differ from mainstream environmental groups by one very important point - we believe that we have already allowed climate change to go too far, and must act immediately to reduce our levels of greenhouse gases to zero and below.
Our activities include: education; lobbying; corporate campaigning; political campaigning; network building; community campaign building; and research.
Get Involved: we have campaign meetings on the first and third Wednesdays of the month, at 6.30pm, at our office.  We have a variety of volunteer positions available suited to different levels of skill and interest. 

Contacts Suite 10/288 Brunswick St Fitzroy 3065, p: 0421 616 733 

e: matthew@ beyondzeroemissions.org web: http://www.beyondzeroemissions.org 

· Carbon Reduction Action Groups

Purpose CRAGs are a community-based initiative to help empower individuals, households and communities to measure and reduce their greenhouse gas emissions. 
Activities / Campaigns On the CRAGS website you can join a local group, or start one! The site is a meeting place that provides members of Carbon Reduction Action Groups with a shared calendar, discussion forums, member profiles, photo gallery, file storage and more. Local CRAGS group meet face to face to discuss ways to reduce your carbon footprint, calculate your footprint, and borrow energy measuring devices. 
Get Involved: we encourage you to upload your photo, complete your profile and participate. 

Contacts  web: www.crags.org.au 

· Climate Action Centre
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Purpose The Climate Action Centre is an open access resource hub for community climate action groups and climate activists in Victoria. 

Activities / Campaigns The climate action centre provides space for people to meet and plan campaigns and rallies. 

Get Involved: check out the website to find your local climate action group or help plan the national climate rally. 

Contacts Lvl 5, New Building, Victorian Trades Hall Council, cnr Victoria and Lygon Sts Carlton South, p: 9639 3660, e: info@ climateactioncentre.org, web: www.climateactioncentre.org 

· [image: image6.png]


Climate Action Network Australia

Purpose Climate Action Network Australia (CANA) is the Australian branch of the global Climate Action Network (CAN). CAN is a coalition of more than 360 environmental and development non-governmental organizations in 85 countries worldwide, committed to avoiding dangerous climate change. 

Activities / Campaigns CAN has been involved in coordinating international NGO input into the international negotiations since their inception. CAN has working groups on all aspects of the international negotiations, and shares knowledge and resources to get the best outcome at the international negotiations. CANA has 50 member organisations, including environment, development, faith, social justice, grassroots and research organisations. CANA keeps members up to date with the latest developments on climate change, provides a forum for members to share information and collaborate, works with members to positively influence climate change policy outcomes within Australia and overseas. 

Get Involved: Contact us to find out more about membership for your organisation/community group. 

Contacts Level 13, 235 Jones Street Ultimo NSW 2007, p: (02) 8202 1248, f: (02) 9281 1060

web: www.cana.net.au 
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Climate Emergency Network

Purpose The Climate Emergency Network (CEN) is a not-for-profit, non-politically-aligned network of community organisations that are campaigning for all governments to recognise and declare a state of climate and sustainability emergency in order to ensure we have a safe climate future for all people, all species, and all generations. 

Activities / Campaigns The network aims to bring together the many Climate Action Groups and community organisations across the nation to work strategically together towards this goal. 

Get Involved: Contact climatecodered@yahoo.com Our website is currently under construction. 

Contacts p: 0417 301 694, e: climatecodered@ yahoo.com, 

web: www.climateemergencynetwork.org 
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One At a Time Foundation

Purpose Founded by business professionals and with a focus on change within the corporate sector, The One at a Time Foundation is dedicated to fostering change to reduce and halt global warming. We aim to make climate change action easy and accessible through the simple steps that individuals, businesses and community can take to reduce their environmental footprint - one person, one business, one community... at a time. The current world average per capita footprint is 2.2ha per person, however the average Australian footprint is 7.7ha, which is now nearly four times that needed to live, and three and a half times the world average. 

Activities / Campaigns Our Patron is Ray Anderson (Founder and Chairman of Interface Inc), one of the world's leading change agents in business and industry. It was Ray Andersons' speech at Australia's Inaugural CSR Summit in 2005 which inspired One at a Time's philosophy. 

Get Involved: have a look at the take action pages for links to help you reduce your footprint. 

Contacts no contacts are provided through the website but you can sign up to an e-bulletin.

web: www.oneatatimefoundation.org.au 
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Australian Conservation Foundation

Purpose The Australian Conservation Foundation is committed to inspiring people to achieve a healthy environment for all Australians. For 40 years we have been a strong voice for the environment, promoting solutions through research, consultation, education and partnerships. We work with the community, business and government to protect, restore and sustain our environment. 

Activities / Campaigns Campaigns include Greenhomes, marine, forests, climate change, sustainable cities, corporate responsibility, healthy rural landscapes, nuclear free, and rivers and water. 
Get Involved: Sign-up online to receive monthly email newsletters on ACF activities, and regular Take Action newsletters, which show you how to support our campaigns. 

Contacts Floor 1/60 Leicester St Carlton 3053 p: 1800 332 510, f: 9345 1166

web: www.acfonline.org.au 
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Yarra Climate Action Network

Purpose YCAN is a grassroots community group based in inner-city Melbourne made up of individuals who are concerned about climate change. We are pushing for the urgent worldwide action needed to avoid runaway climate change and the associated impacts. 

Activities / Campaigns We are interested in the possibility of making a difference in the community through education, lobbying, workshops and other activities. We are part of the Climate Emergency Network and a national network of grassroots climate action groups. This site will be a place for us to talk about climate change issues, exchange ideas, link to information and hopefully open a world of possibilities. 

Get Involved: Please feel free to ask questions or make suggestions - community input is always appreciated! You can email us if you would like to: know more about YCAN or join our announcements list; learn more about climate change issues and solutions; get involved in events (in a small or large way); gain or share some knowledge or skills; check out our general meetings (second Wednesday evening of the month in Fitzroy). 

Contacts  e: YarraCAN@ gmail.com web: http://yarraclimateactionnow.blogspot.com 

· Friends of the Earth
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Purpose FoE believe that social and environmental issues cannot be separated from each other, and therefore operates on a collective non-hierarchical basis. FoE apply a human rights perspective to all campaigns, which means that FoE tackles many issues outside the normal preserve of 'environmental' organisations. A large network of volunteers make FoE what it is. 

Activities / Campaigns Campaigns include: Anti Uranium; Food and Agriculture campaign and organic co-op; Forest Network; Barmah - Millewa Campiagn; Indigenous Solidarity Campaign; National Climate Campaign; National Trade Campaign; National Corporates Campaign; and the Wild Spaces Film Festival. 

Get Involved: FoE aims to encourage people to take action as individuals by making their own lifestyles ecologically sustainable as well as applying pressure to those who make decisions affecting the environement. Contact individual collectives to get involved in specific campaigns. Visit the FoE bookshop, cafÃ© and organic food co-op. Use the activist resources available through FoE, the campaign centre, office space and notice boards. 

Contacts 312 Smith Street Collingwood 3066 p: 9419 8700, f: 9416 2081, e: foe@ foe.org.au
web: www.melbourne.foe.org.au 

