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Observing
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Put your left hand on the fire pole.

Put your right hand on the wood support.

Which feels colder?     
Which one feels smoother?   

Rub your hands very quickly up and down the metal pole and then up and down the wooden support.

Which makes your hand feel hotter? ………………..
Which one takes the heat from your hand better? ………
Estimating

Make one of your group a referee. Then take turns to stand at the top of the pole. Hold the pole close your eyes tight and start counting. Slide down the pole and just before you touch the ground with your feet say ”NOW”. The referee decides which of the group is the best at estimation.
The Best Estimator  is ………………..
Measuring

Take turns in sliding down the pole. Time each person. 
	name
	time

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Who is the shortest in your group? …………
How long did they take to slide down? …………..
Who is the tallest in the group? …………….
How long did they take to slide down? ………….
This time, sit down two metres from the pole. 
Have your partner say  word “go”  time you as you jump up and  climb to the top of the pole. Time each person.
	name
	Time

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Who has the longest legs in your group? ………..
Who had the longest time going up the pole? ……..
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Analysing 

Does the height of a person make a difference to how long they take to slide down? Explain your answer.
Does how you slide down make a difference to the time you take to slide down? Explain your answer.

Does the time it takes you to get up the pole depend on how long your legs are, or  how wide your hands are, or some other physical attribute ?  Explain your answer.

Remembering
What is the name of the force which you use to slow your descent down the pole?

When you slide down the pole which (wood or metal) would take away the frictional heat better?

What is the name of the force which helps you to go down the pole yet acts against you as you try and go up? 

What are the names of the types of energy you use as you slide down the pole?

Applying

Why are fire poles made of metal not wood or glass?

What is the best colour to paint a fire pole and why?

Why do you think fire poles were used in fire stations?

 
Why are poles not installed in all buildings over one storey high do you think?

A three storey hotel decides to install an escape pole for the fast evacuation of their clients in the event of  fire, flood, bomb or rabid mouse attack (joking). 

Anyway, sketch how and where they would install it. State the materials needed for construction and modifications needed to prevent blistered hands.

