Lessons 3 and 4: Parallax:
	These two lessons are to be devoted to using and understanding parallax.[image: ] I think that the students need to grapple with this imperfect measurement, so the lines to the distant object are not parallel but are nearly parallel so the triangles are nearly similar so the measured distance is nearly right. Remember the mantra. Again require students to comment on accuracy and discuss how it could be improved. Point out that the most significant source of error will be the “offset” since it is the smallest measure. So don’t bother about uncertainty in the base line or the length of the parallax viewer.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Eg place viewer on stand or the ground so it doesn’t wobble. 
· Get down low so the distant object is on the same level as the star, 
· large base line, 
· very distant, distant object so the assumption of parallel lines is more valid, 
· average results from several observers. 
	Because of the miniscule angles involved parallax can only measure out to about2-300 light-years. A satellite telescope called Hipparchus is outside our atmosphere and can use parallax to measure as far as 1000 Ly.

The power-point is of the burnt out observatory in Canberra. The sign there is a reference to Parallax measurements
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